
  

Syrian Syriac National Council Urges Support of Christians in
the Country
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   An Israeli soldier walk past a sign pointing out distances to
Jerusalem and Beirut at the Rosh Hanikra border crossing with Lebanon, in northern Israel May 5,
2013.U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on Sunday voiced alarm at reports Israel has struck targ 

Bassam Isaac, the Head of the Syrian Syriac National Council, called on different organizations in Syria to
pay attention to the immigration of Christians, and stressed the importance of them remaining in the
country.

"Christians in Syria and the Middle East are one of the most ancient peoples in the region. They work to
achieve justice and peaceful coexistence. They recognize different religions and ethnic groups. If any
government wanted to build a strong state, it should recognize the different religions and ethnic groups that
exist in this country," Isaac told Mideast Christian News.

"There are nearly 2.5 million Christians in Syria, affiliated with nine sects. Most of them live in the Syrian
governorates of Haska, Homs, Damascus, and Aleppo. We should work together by unifying organizations
to plan for their future."
In addition to the council's call for more protections for Christians in Syria, Jim Wallace, vice president of
the Australian Christian Lobby, urged western nations to take decisive action to protect Syria's Christians.

"The hardest test of foreign policy is not its intersections at the lofty geopolitical level, but where it
inevitably affects ordinary people, and nowhere is this test as difficult as in the Middle East," Wallace
wrote in The Australian on Tuesday.

Wallace explained that after he visited the region to assess the situation facing Syrian minorities it soon
became clear to him that the West's policy for the Middle East "courts a disaster."
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